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WELCOME 
TO RAW 
YOUTH!

FRIDAY NIGHTS 6 - 8 THROUGH SCHOOL TERM

2018

St Stephens Anglican Church
16 Lockwood Ave, Belrose

PARENT EDITION SUBSCRIBE FOR TEXT UPDATES AT 0414 932 422

Raw is the youth group of St 
Stephens Belrose. We are a 
community where young people 
from years 6 - 12 can have fun, feel 
a sense of belonging and ultimately 
encounter God. 

We meet on Friday nights during 
the school term and run camps and 
fun-days through the holidays.

What Parents Say
“I think some of the most important things RAW offers is an inclusive community, alternative option 
on a Friday night, an opportunity to connect with peers and another friend group, especially when 
things are tough at school.” 
- Andrea Sargeant
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“I’m finishing up my HSC at Da-
vidson High School and work 
with my dad on occasion. I enjoy 
small groups and worship. My in-
terst are sports, socks and being 
annoying to everyone!”

Jordan Bamford
“I’m a Horticulturalist by trade, 
and currently studying a diploma 
of agriculture. An ex-Davidson 
High student, I’m passionate 
about all things outdoors and 
have a heart for leadership, dis-
cipleship and mentoring.”

(a.k.a ‘T’) “Originally from South 
Africa, I’m a remedial massage 
therapist and currently studying 
Health Science. I’m passionate 
about prayer ministry and tea.”

Ryan Packness Theaunette V D Linde

“I work at St Stephens as Wor-
ship Coordinator and have also 
been involved in teaching scrip-
ture at Forest and Davidson high 
schools for a number of years. 
I’ve recently completed a bach-
elor of science psychology. I’m 
passionate about Jesus, music, 
bad jokes and embroidery.”

Kathleen Purkis
“I’m a student studying a Bache-
lor of Music at The Australian In-
stitute of Music. I work as a tutor 
and coach and have alot expe-
rience with working with youth. 
I’m passionate about helping 
youth navigate adolescent life 
and have a heart for worship and 
prayer. I also like socks.”

Nick Sumsky

LEADERS

Meet the Leaders!

“I’m the Youth Co-ordinator at 
St Stephens, SRE Teacher at 
Davidson and Killara High and 
Chaplain at Yanginanook School. 
I’m studying a bachelor of ex-
ercise and sports science at uni 
and theology at morling college. 
I love seeing people step up and 
use their talents to lead others.”

“I’m a social work student who 
can make coffee. On occasions 
I gets the privilege to go to 
schools to talks to youth about 
emotions and why they are in-
teresting. I teach teakwondo 
and I am passionate about small 
groups and teaching other about 
the awesome love of Jesus!” 

“I’m married to Henri and spend 
most of my time chasing our 1 
yr old son Asher. When I’m not 
doing that I work from home 
doing Photography and Graphic 
Design. I enjoy mentoring and 
cooking for youth camps and 
events.”

Henri-Earl Simpson Rachel RenoufBec Simpson

Lili Ruche Hope

We always want to keep 
you informed so do our 
best to send out a text the 
day before youth to let you 
know what is happening 
that week. 

Sometimes the length 
of youth varies to 
accomodate different 
activities.

If you would like to be kept 
in the loop, please contact 

Henri –  
0414 932 422.

At youth we love to train new leaders and 
have some many awesome young people that 
are stepping up their responsibility at youth. 

There are many but here are just a few that 
have been involved more regularly this year.

Raw usually meets every 
Friday night 6-8pm at St 
Stephens Belrose. We start 
with dinner which we ask for 
a gold coin donation, cans are 
also available for $2.

Apart from that, we like to create 
variety and excitement throughout 
the term so we rarely do the same 
thing 2 weeks in a row. Some 
things we do regularly are –
Raw Party – We like to start the 
term off with a bang, a great time 
for new people to join in. We play 
games, enjoy party food and catch 
up.

Raw Church – We move from 
dinner into a time of music and 
a talk. We like to use this night 
to hear from the youth too. It’s 
always great to see young people 
step up in front of their peers and 
hear what God has been teaching 
them.
Raw Outing – We meet and church 
and travel together to an activity. 
Some we do regularly are a bonfire 
at McCarrs Creek, tenpin bowling, 
rock climbing, putt putt golf and 
more. For activities, we ask kids to 
bring the cost of entry and money 
for dinner at McDonalds.
Boy Girl Split – This is where we 
break up into boys and girls and do 
something more targeted for each 

group and focus on speaking into 
appropriate issues. This will usually 
be off site.
Raw Groups – We start with 
games and then break into small 
groups so the youth can have 
an opportunity to share and ask 
questions.
Development Night – These are 
nights where kids can explore 
areas of interest. Some options 
we’ve done before are music, 
drama, speaking and leadership.
Combined Youth Night – Once a 
term we try to connect with some 
of the other youth groups in the 
area for a big night of games, music 
and sharing. 

What do we do at youth?

UP AND COMING LEADERS

What do we do?
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What do we Teach?

We recognise that sometimes kids 
need someone to talk to in more 
depth and there a number of groups 
that meet outside of youth in a public 
place to talk through questions. Some 
include  
 
Honest Chicken, Honest Times – 
Tuesday boys group with Henri and 
Ryan at Honest Chickens Glenrose at 
4pm. 

Breakfast Club – Thursday morning 
breakfast with Bec and Henri at St 
Stephens, 7:30 – 8:15.

Small Groups - There are also a number 
of church run small groups available on 
various nights of the week for those 
interested.

Ultimately we teach for kids 
to love God and love others. 
Everything we teach is from 
the Bible and we focus on 
key things that will help 
them make good choices 
while they are young. 

Things that come up often 
are – obeying your parents, 
having good relationships, 
how to spend time with God, 

Raw Camp – Once a year during the 
winter school holidays we have a trip 
away together. We hold this at Tea 
Gardens Baptist Church from Thur-
Sun and do sessions, campfire, walks 
and games. We camp out inside 
and meals are all provided, cost is 
$90. It’s always an awesome time 
together!

What Do We Teach? Raw Camp - Fight 
Those Winter Blues!

how to avoid bad influences 
and much more.

These days there are a lot 
of issues that the church is 
seen to view with a strong 
opinion. It is never our aim 
to focus on controversial 
topics, but when they do 
come up, we always want 
to deal with those things 
gently and positively. We 

encourage kids to think it 
through for themselves and 
equip them on how to do 
that. 

We always want to respect 
your authority as a parent 
in their lives and actively 
encourage them to be 
mindful of your wishes.

Mid-Week 
Mentoring

We always want to see young people connect with God 
themselves and want to create opportunities to see that happen.



If you would like to talk to another parent from 
the raw youth community here are some who are 
happy to answer any questions.

Mary & Graeme Familton - 0409 603 873 (Mary) 

(Davidson High) 

Andrea & Chris Sargeant - 0402 436 228 (Andrea) 

(Roseville Girls) 

Claire & Colin Purkis - 0450 017 035 (Claire) 

(St Ives High) 

Keeping Kids Safe

Permission Form
We ask parents to sign the enclosed form once a year. Any medical information 

should be recorded and brought to our attention if vital. If your child has any dietary 
requirements please let us know. As our dinner cooks are volunteers, please limit 
request to requirements and not preferences! 

Henri - Youth Co-ordinator  
0414 932 422

St Stephens Anglican Church Belrose 
16 Lockwood Ave Belrose

www.ststephensbelrose.net.au

Facebook - www.facebook.com/
rawststephens 

 
Instagram – ‘rawyouthbelrose’

Parent References

Contact Us

This is something we 
take very seriously and 
are very conscious of 
leaders’ behaviour with 
youth. Every leader is 
required to undergo 
safe ministries training 
regularly and have a 
valid Working with 
Children Check  
(WWCC) number. 

We are careful to 
avoid being alone with 
youth where possible 
and make sure to keep 
contact with parents 

about situations where 
that is necessary with 
a gender appropriate 
leader (ie. When 
someone needs a lift 
home ect.)

We have a number of 
fully licenced drivers 
for outings, we also 
allow Green P Platers to 
drive youth but never 
Red P Platers. If this is 
still a concern please let 
Henri know and we will 
make sure your child 
travels only with fully 
licenced drivers. 

We are in the process 
of finding a small bus 
so we can provide 
transport to and from 
youth so we will keep 
you posted when that 
becomes a reality!

If you have any 
questions or concerns 
about your child please 
speak directly to Henri. 
Feedback is always 
appreciated so we can 
deal with any issues 
immediately.

Keeping your kids safe is your top priority and it’s also ours. If you have any questions or concerns, please raise 
it with us immediately.

If you would like to be involved we would love to hear from you! Some things we always need help with is transport, 
dinners and fundraising ideas.

4SAFETY
Contact Us


